4 


ool 
Parapsyeoloty: Pictior oF Koaiber? 
eyeemnnieih eee re pee eRe eS ol re anda a enlonemdioneel aad l ese RnR - 


VP Zinchenko AN Aeontiev B. FE hemov A. R. 
¥. P. hinchoaka, Ae Be Lacntiey, B. ¥. Jemoy, and Ao Bae 


(Acsdeuy of Pedagogical ge Zolannra, Moucew, U.M.E.A. 


,- . Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 


* 


Luria 
Sasvia 


ABSTRACT 3 Peraoaye bo Logical gtavdieas hare attracted an erere 


ducreasing Raonnt oF attention threwyggout tp woris. 


gore, the tine ian rips to axorras the whuvpoist of % 


Mr Seay Ip oe 


s USHER. 


ociety uf ParsbolLosAst~s 7 thie topda. Thora if Ro geod or 


paraspoyeholoxgy to exist aw a separate dineinpline, The 


PRUEROM 


ens in qgueation could baaz ka stediows by muck golewtiats a8 


paycke soni gts, prysioleg sata. CMYSICINS, biopyyesc hess, nad 


dnforsaetion th@ordoig’. Gypeatal atieatien epoeils Be paid Go 


dedividaal poraona vac Crmomatee ys wardus’ BHILILIOB« 


pone po-onlled paragage ho logics ghenemenn Beta lay 9 


Otyioussy, 


REPESE} 


hovers, sha wiln oretarnie to Bre aqoeptanes of shir Gnistonce 


4m the ignoraucs of toe yasis gow thatg opgaratlen. 


Fras artielo agigiwal 
oye TRS~Los: 4 r) a Bw ua 
Edna jlcvivuaie and Gis 


a. 


rea bi ord ae Sel 
¢ Hea ewe by wWESUAST 
meet 34m so Grunley arippser, Lapargrrent 


Evirgcer, cond PEOLEGE © 
ef Yosohsatry, Faieondt 2a Pood Toner, ELROD ER uot. Risa, 
U.0.2. 


Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 


Approved For Release 2002/11/18 : CIA-RDP96-00787R000500320001-3 


" PROBLEMS OF PHILUZOPHY IV 9, 1973 


(Translated from the Rupsian by Maria Mihajlovivusic 
and Christupher Bird) 


Parapsychology: Fiction or Reality? 
VY. P. Zinchenko, Hanber of the Acadeny of 
Pedagegical Sciences of U.8.8.2.; 4. N. Lwontiey, 
Corresponding Member of the Academy of Pedagogical 
Bciencos; B. F, Lomov, Monber of the Acateny of 
Pedzgugiesl Bcionces, and A. R. Luria. 


The question put forward in the title cf this article 

bas been discussed fur decades in world setentific aud popular 
literature. Leng pericvds of cala have alternated with perioces 
of agitation with respect to disclosures on this cr that pars 
nersal phencwenvon, The authera of the present article do not 
regard thenselves as specialists in the field of parapsychology. 

However, the increagze in the nunber of articles (mostly in 
Serene eciontifzic publications) both in our country and abroad, 
Un parapsycbolugical observations as wall as reszcarch conducted 
on persons having paranormal abilities, have forced us to 
address curselves to thie issue. One must stress that the over~ 
- whelwing majority of articles on this topic Are authored dy 
journaliats and cnly in certain inatances are articles by 
professional scientists, such as pnaychologists and physiologists, 
published. Though the journalistic publications often have 
subiieiey valuo, tkey do not come up to ths gererelly accepted 
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rigorcus standards of scientific research, saveetieleas; they 
are often sympathotically received by scientists of yarious | 
disciplines, not to gepeak of their favorable recepticn by the 
general public. . 

In this respect, the results of polla conducted in 1972 
and wade public in January, 1973, by the editerial board of 
the British journal, Ney Scientist, are significant. In all, 
72,000 quontionnaires wore gont cut. vf the 1,500 gseientists 
whe responded, about 70 per cent were of the opinion that para- 

nuraal phencmena aro wither firsly established (25 per cant) or 
entirely proubable (42 per cant). 

We have nu Similar dats indicating tbe attitude of Soviet 
scientists tucard this topic, but many irresponsible publica- 
tioas have treated parapsyeaology 4p our country im a way whica 
deeply concerns Us. For this reraon, ve pelieve that tho tine 
4 ripe to exprees the viewpoint of the 0.2.8.R. Society of 
Paychologists toward parapsychology, the status of which was 


discussed at one of the eeotings of the focioty's Presidius. 


Tho ¥j Field of paropsyenologics! Rese Rosearch 
In tho Encyclopedia of of Prilosopby, parapsychology 48 
defined ass fiold of research wpich basically studios (1) 
forms of perception affording & Sears of receiving informstion 
which cannot be explained by the rnown gonses, and (2) correspoad@ - 
ing forea of ths impact of an organise oa physical PLOACK2sa — 
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cccurring outside the organisu without agsistance of muscular 
efforts, o.f., by intent, mental influence, etc. 
The majority of contemporary parapsychologiets distinguigh 
the ee categeuries of phenomena: heavens 
[Terepathy: Mental comsaunication between a person trangq- 
mitting information and one receiving information (referred to 
as the sender and the recipient). | With the help of telepathy, 
two pergons exchange information with no action of the known 
sense organs. In essence, telepathy is tha ability to obtain 
{nformeticn from another living being. 

( cleszvoyance: Perception of certain events, phenowena, 
and objects, which provides an individual knowledge without the 
participation of the known senss organs, 

Precognition: The foretelling of events based on the 
reception of information from the future which cannot be based 

is on the laws of reagon, This may bo a particular type of claire- 

_ woyance, | 

ie Dowsing: The weans by which persons with the belp of an 
antennar ur rod (a bent metallic wire, branch from a tree, etc.) 
can allegedly detect the pregsnce of underground water, Ores, 
voids and other target objects. Thia is often referred to as 8 
“biophysical effect." 


__- The Aisanese of Wess lay means other flare 
y, ~ 
a Paradiagnon tice < Medical he paged on clairvoyance 


meref ec eee cet 


in-which there is no- “eontect. with the “pationt. 


The above forma of consitivity are often lumped eoeeiae 
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“under the tern "extrapensory perception" or ESP, However, 
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there atae exist a class of influences on physical phenomens: 


ie Aeend 
— Paychokinesis: The- mental influence of—a—pereon on 


or EA as ee 
gurrounding objects, for—ingstance, on-tbe—normal- -electrical 


activity.of.a plant, or on the position in space of various 


Apors teeneral Sy light weight objects). 


v [Payehtphutograpby cht photography! A specific case of psychokinesis in 
On wr EW aq (Se ore.€ec7 Eck onto Ga Cencea ed ae CTOATA DIC emulsten. 
which a--persen- staring dnto-the- lens” -of a-cauera—inprints_on 


the -f4lm_a_nental-representation of an object that he imagines 
but which ig in reality not present. 


(Paramedicine: A-tield- connected with parapsycho ology which | 
ev eeted ay 
invelves unexplained methods Of treatuant-sken- 88 healing BY pop ee 


teel te tu 
the -laying on of hands and a form of mental ‘suggestion’ ain which i s 


-healing is attempted without immediate contact, gometines at a 


great distance. 


All these phenomena are studied by the field described 
as “parapsychology,” and pometines termed "psychotronics,” or 
"peychoanergetics," Not long ago, hypnotic phenomena were 
unjustifiably regarded a8 parapsychological, Today, in a 
context of parapsychology, hypnosis is used ag one of the methods 


by which paranormal phencwena are allegedly preduced, but if 


nat considered to be paranormal, Often the abilities of yogis 


are incorrectly considered to be paranormal, Sometimes even 
patpcicny igs included in the "discipline" of parapsychology. 


To some observers, there ig a single undorlying nysterious 
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“force” or enigzatic “principle” that wanvou as tho bawis for 
uniting and explaining thaze phenomena, However, tu consicer 
@uch @ single basis as adequate fur explaining all the phenowena: 
ia such a complex field of scientific research is, in principle, 


@iwplistic and incorrect. 


Since anciont tinem, paranormal abilities have been 
seteived to shamans, wizards, lauas, yogia, and the like. 
However, we will not gurvey that topic but will nove to the 
‘ecientific. In Europe, parapsychology, as a nethed of systematic 
experimental research and observation, cans into being in 1882 
with the organization, in London, of the Society for Paychical 
xesearch, This organization, which is still in existence, waa 
the first parapaycholugical recearch eosvaty. Since that tine, 
numerous ausluguus societios Rave been organized in many countries, 
most of which lasted only a short poriod of tine, At the prevent 
‘time, there exiat wuny parapsychological sociatios; wost of then 
are non-professions 1 in nature and onroll only a euall noaber- 
ship. Sane of the sccieties arg provided with suall labcratoriss 


by private funds and by the dues collected from the organizational 


wenbership. Acientifically~oriented mewbora of the professional 


societies are affiliated with the Parapsycholcgical Associntion, 
an international organizatioa which baa ito headquarters in the 


United Statcs. In L&68, the Amoriasan Association for the 
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Advancenent of Science, which unttes various scientific 
sucieties in the United States, admitted theo pu chvesenciveieal 
Agscciation to its nembership. 

Parapsychological research in the U.3.A. ig carried on 
at a limited number of universities and cther scientific re~ 
search centers. Aceording to unvfficial sources, the American 
federal governaent epends betwesn ong—half and one willion 
dullargw a year on parapaycholcgical research, Sowe large firns 
alse lend fingncial support to the research. Une such new 
organization is tho corporation recently croated by Edgar Mitchell, 
the American astronaut who was involved in four sessions of | 
attempted telepathic communication during hia flight to the wocn. 
(A definitive, credible result was not obtained from this study.) 
The goal of Mitchell's corporation is to develop parancrual 
human abilities and to carry on resoarch in euch areas as parae~ 
medicine and poychokipesis. Mitchell kopes to make his corporation 
self-supporting. Among its consultanta are the well-known 
‘space scientist Werner von Braun, as well as several sciontistsa 
from fairly respostable research centera. An Acadeny of 
Parapsychclcgy and Medicine is also active in the United States, 
with its poadquarters in California. 

According to statistics compiled by jai eiebiates: 
there exist more than 240 laburatoriecs and pocieties in 30 
countries of tha torld. However, thie estimate significantly 


cverntates the esientizic, work being cone in parapsychology. 
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Furtherncre, the sadurtey of thene organizations exist in the U.S.A. 
Independent and, as a rule, small-rcale scientific re- 
search projects uf a paorapsycholugical nature are uncertakena 
from time to time in the medical laboratories of the U.S.A, It 
is encwa: thee in these Iabcratories, cuomputer-assisted research 
aimad at seatablishing the existence of extrasensory perception 


is beiog performed, 


Foreign Publications 

Results cf parapaycholougical research are usually pub= 
lished in specialized journals ina number of countries. In 
America there are uore than ten such jcurnals, as well as five 
in the United Kingdom, aix in Italy, and two in France. Several 

of these publications incorporate parapsychology and astrology. 
“Vee are alge publications in uany other European countries and 
4 in japai. In addition, some scientific publishing houses pub- 
lish a large number cof parapsychulugical monugraphs as wsil as 
‘proceedings of parapmycholugical conferences and symposia, 

Haterial on parapsychology, especially of a sensational 

nature, is given broad exposure in such publications as Look 

and Stern. Uccasionally, such respectable scientific journals 
as Science and Nature publish articles about parapsychology. 48 
- rule, however, scientific journais in the fields of evcealoay: ° 
plysivicyy, eis the otber sciences co not publish articles on 


Pee ced Forte research. Yetveon 1860 and 1970 tho world's 
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scientific psychological journals published only 13 experimental 
parapfycholugical investigations, Cf that nuabew; positive 
results were reported in eight cases, the existence of parae- 
normal phenemena in the other five being ineeat ened: It is 
interesting that during the game pericd, the world's parapsy~ 
chological jcurnals published 143 experimental research projects 
with pusitive results, and 19 with negative ones (Billig, 1972). 
This number dves not include surveys, critical notes, and re- 
ports abvut uncontrolled ubservations. A large nunber of hand= 
bucks and textbucks on how to conduct parapsychological research 
have been published as well, the latest, a study guide by R. H. 
Ashby, appearing in 1972, 

The International Union ut Paycholegical Science har not 
accepted soparte on parapsycholvugical research for presentation 
at its Congresnes, A svle exception was made at the 20th 
Internaticnal Congress of Psychology, held in Tokyo in 1972, 
when a report by the American parapsychologist S. Krippner, waa 

, presented, 
While discussing publications, one should not emt certain 
~ attempts at pulitical gain connected with parapsychology. Ye 
have in mind primarily a book by &. Ostrander and L, Schroeder, 
Psychic Discoveries Behind the Iron Curtain. This buok Was 
written as a result of the authors‘ visit in 1968 to the U.8.5 Ray 
Bulgaria, and Czechoslovakia, The authore (who sre not acientists) 


- composed a low-lovel work with cheap publicity as its main. goal. 
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The iaapepcnelugy in their book ia used to advertise anti- 
Sovietis= and vice-versa. The whole effcrt was very successful 
ecnmercially and in less than two years the bcok weut chrouen 
five printings. asousie the: buckets written at 6 very low 
professicnal level, abvunds in factual érrore;-and contains 
overtly anti-Suviet statexents,. Furtherwore, it exaggerates 
‘the “achievesents’ of Scciet “parapsycholcgists." Gne often eset 
with similar oksgceraticns on Soviet “parapsycholcgicsal achieve- 
mente” on the Western wedia, especially in parapsychological 
publications nad the mass press, but usually witheut guch openly 
“anti-Scviet cvertones. Frequently, one encounters apsculations 
oi the theme of parapsychclegy and naticnal defense, paychological 
warfare, intelligence gathering, ete. All this speculation 
probably serves aS & neangs of obtaining finanetal support for 
parapsychulvgical research. However, tho general otrean cof parr~ 
paychcivugical literature Binply dves act contain evidence that 


these applicationg of parapsycholugy are frequently asde. 


Parapsycholegy in the U.S.8.8. | 
In the 19208, Profesaur L. L. Vaniliev, a eiident of 
Rogdbuietan Vv. M,. Behkterev, conducted Hescarcn in Leningrad in 
the rreas uf telepathy and clairvoyance. Bohbkterev originally 
joined Vasiliev in this work. Similar research was conducted in 
the Ukraine by B. B. Kazthinnky; both Vasiliev and Kazhinsky 


pet forth the results of their research in sclentifzic monograpis 
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and books (2.g., Vasiltey, 1964). 
In the U.S.S.R. there ig no eochety which unites para- 
paychologists, The proponents of thie kind of research have 
from tiwe to time joined together to work within sections of 
other societies which have usually been scientific and techai- 
cal in character. In 1965, bioinformational section was 
organized within the Komcuw Divisicn of the Popov Seientifice 
Gechnical Society for Kadio-Enginesring and Electro-Cornmunication. 
The basic area investigated by that group has been talepathic 
communication. 
In 1967, an All-Union Section for eecnnieel pasa uavenciogs 
| and Bivintrescopy was organized within the Central Administration 
of the Rolontifdierieeniee Society of the Instrument-Building 
industry. In 19868 and 1971 two scientific technical seminars on 
the “bicphysical effect" (e.g., dowhing) wero held under its 
auspices; in addition, a joint commission for coordinating work 
on the problem of the "bivphysical effact" was elected. ‘There 
are other individuals and small groups working in various reasarch 
 gnstitutions and scientific organizations who, either during 
their working tive or their spare tise, conduct ressarch on para 
paycholougical effects. | 
In Nizhoii Tagil and other cities in the Urals, reesarch 
on the "derwal-cptical effect" (the so-called “effect of Roza 
wuleshoye”) hag bean conducted for a uuwebor of years, “Deranl 
vigion” is often included in the circle af parnpeychological 
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dnto account the results of numerous verifications and analogous 
cases observed both abroad and, more recently, in Moscow, it 
would seem that the "dermal vigion" phenomenon actually #xists . 
and requires careful study. For the time being, however, it is 
gertaiply difficult to make definite conclusions about its 


mechanisno, . x. ws . pe 


Publications in the U.S.S.R. 
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In the U.S.5.R., materials concerning parapsychology are 
wetney published in collections of abstracts and the proceed- 
ings of different pouterences and symposia. Thus, in 1972, five 
reports on psychokinesis were published in the proceedings of & 
conference ontitled "Some Questions on the Biodynanics and Blow 
energetics of the Organisn in- Normal and Pathological States; 
Biostimulation by Laser Radiation," held at Kazakh State University. 
‘Soviet parapsychologists occasionally publish their results in 
‘technical journals (8 Bos whdtoveanueleey) Bax for the wost part, 
he's appear in popular science magazines with mass circulation 
(targetod mainly at young people) and in newspapers, Usually. 
. these articles present reports about foreign accomplishments, 
A seat number of stories are written by sensi aate whos 
with their characteristic penchant for exaggeration and gen- 
sationalism, sometines describes barely positive results as entirely 


credible, These kind of publications are numerous, It will 
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The Young Naturalist, and Xnewledge is Power. In 1873, Secialiat 


Industry also began to treat parapsychulcgical thenes, The 
popular redia usually do not pay any attention tc the negative 
results published by parapsychelogical specialists in acientifie 
journals, 

In both Soviet and foreign publications ons aay typically. 
find exaggerations of the resulta-obtained, Thus, judging by 
repurts in the American press, long distance telepathy experi- 
ments were organized in 1966 between Moscow and Ncevosibirsk, and 
between Mescow and Leningrad, which achieved positive and - 
reliable results. All of this is pure fiction, In the U.S.3.R., 
Kuonsowol Truth reported that in the telepathy teats between 
Earth and "Apollo 14," relinble results were cbhtained. Edgar 
Mitchell, an organizer and participant in these euperinente: 
“wrote thet one experiments were primarily done for public 
relations purpeses, that the reevlts were equivecal, and noree 
over, that the number of successes was much lower than the thecry 
uf probability would predict. The latter conclusicn would have 
deserved wore attenticn were it not for Mitchell's statement 
about the “public relaticunsa" aspect of the experiments. our 


press also devoted special attention to Nina Kulagina, who has 


becowe a universal object of telepathic and paychokinetic research, 


In the past decade, no less than 500 articles treating 
various aspects of parapsycholegy were published in the U.8.3.2. 


Meet af th are re te about poorly conceived ‘experinents" 
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which deserve no serious attention, Their authors took no 
account of the standards of precision formulated fcr thece ex- 


perinents by the leading parapsychologists thenselves. 


Who are the Parapeychulugists? 
The majority of parapsychologists are individuals who 


bave had no training in biclogy or psychology. Among tbem aro 
a significantly large nuwber cf workers in the exact scionces: 
engineers, matheraticians, and physicists who, as a rule, have 
no psychclcegical training. In the last decade, these specialists 
very often (and without sufficient reason) changed their jobs 
for pogiticne in medical, physivicgical, or psychological 
institutions, A number of them desired tu plunge inte veasaielis 
ing the Meee wysterious and must interesting things, As a rule, 
these parapsycholcgists are either persons qualified in their 
own fields but unqualified in peycholcgy, who happen to have 
ubserved suve “amazing” psychological phenowena, oF they are 
perecos whe have become victing of fraudulent charlatans, 
Parapsychologists often have an entirely practical. 


motivation, for instance, to discover through their studies of 


‘telepathy, 2 new meane of communication in order to be able to 


transmit impurtant information, or through their studies of 
psychokinesis, to discover & roy form cf energy in order to trip 
the dotc ting switch of an isetrumenat frou a distance. Stranger, 


enough, sone. scientists often show thenselves to be childishly 
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credulcous and naive. aAnong parapsychologists, une can find | 
psychiatrists and dectors of other specialtios who in their 
practice actually do vbserve ancaa lous ‘phoncmena which are herd 
to explain, Furthermore, they appear to cbserve these phenoagns 
more often than their colleagues. 


‘where alsv exists a categery of rather clever persons whe 


‘often have nu serious background uf any kind, These are the very 


pecple.who assume the role of propagandists and impresarios for 


those whe actualiy puzsees unusual abilities. Usually, they are 


¢be unes who. insist that parapsychology be recognized Ba A special, 


independent science. 

Thus, among cuvapajonolusiats and their adherents. are both. 
serious specialists and charlatans. It is necessary to protect 
the furmer from persons who sre scientifically unscrupulcus and 
who cad apecialiete for their own purpeses. 

The subjects of parapsychological recearch are usually 
individuals who pussess heightened ecositivity. However, aumetines 
<hey pre simply sick people who suffer froa diseases of the nervy ous 
system, For instance, peuple who have “derwal vision” way also 
have distinctly expressed corebral pathologies, fits of hysteria, 
aie. 

During tho first decades of oxcasepunalcey: 2 existence, 
rather primitive ecthods of recearch and proof were used such a6 


card guessing, ths suggestion of dreams or thoughts, etc. But 


distrunipared PaPRAGIATADIA AG CA RBBB MbOSUOsSOONT Ss for new 


e 
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A stream of engineers and physicists had 2 great influence 

on research methodology. Assuming that the hunan brain operates 

‘like an electronic apparatus and that it i8 pessible to apply 


to its study concepts taken from corresponding branches of 


physics, they prought inte parapsychology new methods of research. 


This accuunts for the use of a shore series uf the modern 
technical wethods, particularly scapater and laser eeduntanes: 
Many workers in parapsychology regard the paranormal 
phenomena they are studying as ordinary physical phencuens based | 
cn electrumagnetic radiations. They are alsu of the apieion that 
this energy, despite ita small quantity, can lend 4emelf to 
| calculation and wueasurement, The gpearch for and the nensurewent 
of electrumagnetic fields continue, These fields are deited by 
different nanes ("bioplasnma,™ "electrogram, " mipporentialy® etc.) 
and are neubined with the different traditional methods of 
smeasarcn (for instance, the guessing of one of five Zener cards, 
.hypnusis at a digtence, moving objects without contact). | 
In the framework of parapsychology, fine progress has “peen 
made with instruments (including the most sophisticated devices) 
to appraise the functional state of individuals. For instance, 
the "Kirlian effect" (photography of live tissues expcsed to 
high frequency current) was used by parapsychologists before it 
was used by physiologists and psychologiatea, Thus, sons 


individual research methods developed in parapsychology gone times 
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Suen out tu be useful for psycbophysiology and experimental 
peychology, even if they were not successful in revealing the 
nature of parapsycholugical phenomena, 
Non~-ingtrumental methods of parapsychology are also being 

perfected, Ten years ago, L. L. Vasiliev wrote about experi 
‘mente with “free material" in which the subject attempts to 
find out something about a given object among a great number of 
possible cbhjects, the given ebject being unknown to him at the 
moment of the experiment. Vasiliev (1964:134~-135) wrote: 

‘The unavoidable shortcoming in such experiments lies in the 

fact that their evaluation ig subjective but it is hardly possible 
te remove this subjectivity." one that time, a method of 
| analyzing resulte with the help of a "jury" was worked cut. The 
"jury" knowg what was "received," what could have been transferred, 
and from what was received, they ettempted to find out what Was 
actually transferred. If this is possible, then the existence 
of e channel of communication between the points of transnission . 
and reception is proven, M, M, Bongard and M.S, Suirnov (1967) 
wrote about this saa other necessary or useful te tucde in an 


article on the requirements for telepathic axperinents, 


The Problem of Credulity in Parapsychological Research 
The history of p&trapsychology is a. histcry of the unnagk= 
ing of fraud in which world-famous Bclentiats such as Dmitri 


Mendeleyev tho Anerican physicist, Robert thera 
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cecasionally participated. This eatureliy has engendered dis- 
trust of parapsycbulegists ag well as irritation on the part 
uf the specialists themselves. The distrust 18 ineveasing be~ 
cause, all ce uften, instances uf outright nystification and 
fraud during demenstraticns of parapsycholcgical phenowena are 
observable. ibe second reascn for distrust is the fact that 
paranormal phenomena canput be reproduced. Therefore, they do 
ue neat requirements for scieutific acceptance. | 
the smposeibility of reproducing parapsycholugical 

phencwena 4s explained by pointing to difficulties in setting up 
adequate experisents due primarily tv the peculiarity of the 
phenusers thompelves. Since they arise during special states 
and cunditicns in real life, it is difficult te decreate tbpen in 
the iaboratery. Tho phenunona descrived by oars paychologists 
are frustratingly upstable; they vanish ae goon 8&8 externsl oF 
anterna} conditions becuse unfavorable. Sone parapsychologists 
grate that even when favorable conditions ar@ present, it i8 . 
@etill net possible to preserve for long periods of tine those 
estates during which parapsychological phenomena can cocure 

-whis constitutes the main difficulty is ntorpreting 
parapsychological phenorena. parapsycholugical literature is 
full of eazcessively sensational deseripticns, Like those about 
ted Serios (the subject of the Anerican psychiatrist, Jule 
KAsonbud) who purportedly visualized and then psychokine tically 
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@bere have bron cases chen profensional stage perforasre, 
particularly magieiang, wore invited to take part in paragoze 
ckological coasions aa experts iu order to expere trishery. 
Gonerally epoakizg, therefers, parapeyebelegy itself tas brewgns 
forth a great nucher of motheds of critical sareamman’ amd 
presedures which oan bs utilised ia ths dsnystifiention ef 
these phoacerena, There are syostalints whe bave bed gErwasy ore — 

| perience in that f10ld in the Soviet Uulea, Koupver, ns | 
donengtratioas of frand ofa influssce eonvinood propen2ats ef 
the validity of ¢dubieas phonomenna. Ap with roligien, o9 TAth 

¢he parenormal, "faith" 19 nore ixportast than the facta. Tho 
agrreesivs urge to prepagandine paranornal phoncan na as ©9413 sa 
a tendency tovard cemmtionaslisa and frauda of overy Hind are 
linzed preciosly to that "faith." on | 

re is fitting to quote C. B. NM. Eamsal (1008) autker of 

an important eritiaal book oa parapsyobelegy publisied im 1970 
dn the U.5.5.R. Enesol (1970:595) vrete, Ono cannes eatogeriq 
eally einis that the rocules of there expe 


rinsata ary omlained 
by fraud, but aloo ene cannot keliows that they effer fim] presd 
of extreconcery porcopsica,” | a 2 

| oe  Obviowgly comp sengallod parapsyshologionl phan 

i ae do PS PPOA Evomowor, tho eats otoeteasle to the secorirade 
of their ezisterse ia the feat thes ths aheznel for traniaittin 
infereation of tuglrarssa if woimewn, At ths precemt tins, 
Hosa Approve dies REESE ROOBF SL OMCRT HVS Herr disso seEdHZ0s Cus | 
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Picci uGuapnetic field cf crganisas as a biclogical link or 
carrier of information. The research is being conducted on 
insects, animals, and humans, but many cf the researchers du not 
“connect their work to parapsycholugy, at least not cvertly. The 
physical basis fur these phenomena still remains to be digcuvered, 
| Many parrapsychulogists huld that the physical basis for 
the phenomena eludes study because sericus science stands alovf 
frum parapsychulogical research. However, it seens to us that 

a great deal of the blame shculd be assumed by the parapsycholi~ 
gists themselves fur engaging in many activities which set then 


-Qpart from serious science. 


In the field of parapsychology, one must difforentiate 
between iwagined “supernatural” phenomena touted by wystics and 
charlatans on the cne hand and phenonena which really exist but 
have not yet been satisfactorily explained scientifically, either. 
psychologically or physically, on the other. The first require 
expepure and demystification., As for the second, it is necessary 
to ccntinue their study in psycholugical, physiolegical, blo~ 
physical, medical, and other scientific inatitutions, However, 
the dissemination of the totality of S aehpayehwolugionl adexe in 
aspects and forms that often ain principally at publicity play 

a negative rele, ond feed the needs cf unstable perscns who geok 


scientifically inscrutable principles, 2 
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An analysia of the status of parapsycholugy indicates 
that it is pelluted with anti-scientific conceptions and, that, 
| to a great degree it has become a field of activity for would-be 

“expertsa,'' Some of these "experts" declare themselves to be 
leaders of groupa and collaborators in organizations which have - 
never existed in cur country. ‘The Institute of Technical 
Parapsychulogy" is an example of such an organization, It is 
necessary to put an end to the activity of poorly qualified but 
militant parapsychological "experts" who take upon thenselves 
the role of voluntary and far from Gdeeltien propagandists and 
who issue numerous reports and give leetures on parapsychology 
for audiences which even include scacHiele te: These lectures 
offer an unscrupulous mish-mash of fantasy and fact. 

che. Housevs eal etand toward parapsychology on the part 
of Bome sericus scientists can be explained only by a lack of 
concern fur setentific theory and for a sound philosophy of 
science. Thus, there igs no need for the existence of para- 
peycholugy as a special discipline since the only factor that 
unites parapsychulogists is the nysterious, enigmatic nature 
furrounding the phenomena they study. We also hold that the 
practice of publishing sensational material on parapsychology 
which lacks any scientific basis _ newspapers, magazines and 
popular books, cannot be tolerated, A tradition which self- 
respocting scientists normally follow is for some reason bsing 


broken by many parapsycholugists, They need to adhere to the 
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practice uf gexicus scientific achieveuents beide- published first 
in the spocialized literature and cnly exfterwards in popular 
editions. | | 

Certainly the time has cone tc bring urder into the 
@cientific research and study cf the phenenena described in 

parapaycholegy. Nuch of the research in the field cf para- 
“pageneloey ig being dune by physicists and engineers, thora fore, 
it would be expodient tu assess, at the Institute for Bicphyseica 
et ‘the U.S.3.k. Academy «uf Sctences and at the Institute for 
Problems wf Transmitting Information cf the U.8S.8.R. Acadany of 
Sciences, the directicn and scientific level cf the study cof 

the "bicphysical effect" (dcwsing). The alectremagnetic fields 
generated by living organisms could be likewise assessed as a 
pessible weans of biological inforuaticn (telepathy), as well 
ag many other phenomena. If attoenticn is paid to these phencmena 
frun the pelat of biophysics and information iteoey? these 
efforts will help to dewystify then, 

The psaycholugical institutes of the U.8.S.R. ‘icadend uf 
Sciences and cf the U.&S.5.R. Academy cf Pedagogical Sciences | 
and cther paychulogical inatitutions should alse give considera=- 
tien te the possibility cf mounting programs fur a strictly 
 gspcientific research into these phenomena. Evidently it would 
| be advisable tu organiza sa dabovatory within one of tha 
peychulogical dantitautioon which would study persons who really 


do pusses@ ununual abilities. It may be found that many of 
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thege unusual abilities are nut necessarily paranormal LHe CPSs, 
Die eeaules uf such reasarch after meticulvus verification 

should naturally be publisbed first in the sctentific literature 
and only afterwards in the popular press, . 

We. wa ews that the attention of serious scientific 
organizations toward the phenomena described in parapsychology 
could help tc discover their true nature as well as to thwart 
the charlatans she are taking advantage of an understandably 
naturel interest sate pert of a wide audience. toward many 
“unresolved nysteries of the Heiman we veNe: Such an effort could 
alsu help tu discredit the myth about the existence of a major 
"parapsychcolcgical movement" in the U.S.8.R, 


a 
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